THE LEGAL DEFINITION OF “SHIP” UNDER THE NEW GREEK CPML

4ok %

H NOMIKH ENNOIA TOY “IIAOIOY” KATA TO NEO KINA

Under the new legal regime of the Greek Code of Private Maritime Law, a broader
definition of the term “ship” is adopted, approaching the scientific/technical concept
thereof, for the purpose of harmonization between the national legislation and international
maritime private law conventions. Specifically, under the previous definition, “Ship ... is
any vessel, with net tonnage of at least ten register tons, intended to move on its own at
sea”, while, under the new Art. 1 par. 1 of the Greek Code of Private Maritime Law “... a
ship is any floating structure, capable of moving on its own at sea for the purpose of
seafaring”. By comparing the two definitions, two important differences become apparent:
Firstly, according to the new definition, any human structure can constitute a ship
(provided, of course, that it is able to float on water and intended to sail thereon), regardless
of its form, material of construction and means of propulsion. The new provision does not
include the hollowness of the structure (“vessel”) as an element of the definition of the ship
but, through its broader wording, allows for the inclusion of various other modern floating
structures that rely on the use of floats. Secondly, the prerequisite of the size of the structure
(on the basis of net tonnage) is no longer applicable. As a result, structures which have been
excluded heretofore now fall under the legal definition of the ship and are regulated by the
relevant provisions of the Greek Code of Private Maritime Law.

EAAnvixn Amtodoon:

Yro 1o véo vouko kabeotws tov EAANvikov Kadwa Idwwtikov Navtikov Awaiov
(epe&nc “KINA”) vioOeteitat évag evpUTEQOS 0QLOUOS TOL OOV «TtAolo», ooy yllovtag
TNV ETUOTNHUOVIKT)/TEXVIKY] €Vvolx aQuTtoy, He OKOTO TNV €VAaQUOVIOT Tng €0vikng
vopoOeoiag pe tigc debvelsc vavtikéc ovuPdoels WOLWTIKOV dikalov. LUYKEKQLUEVQ,
OUHPWVA [LE TOV TEONYOLUEVO 0QLOMO, «ITAolov... elval mav OKAPOS, XWENTIKOTITOG
KaOaQAC TOLAAXIOTOV D€k KOQWV TIQOWELOMEVOV OTIWS KLVEITAL AUTODLVAHUWS &V
OaAdoon», evw, oOp@wva pe to véo db. 1 ap. 1 tov KINA «... mAolo eltvat kdBe mAw)
KQATAOKELT), tkavl] va Kiveltat avtodvvapa ot OdAacoa yix ektéAeon vavolmAolag».
YuyrpivovTtag Toug dU0 0QLOUOVG, YIvovTal eppaveic dVo onuavTikes diapoés: Iowtov,
oVUPWVA e TO VEO 0QLOHO, KaBe avOowmivr) kataokevr] umopel va amoteAéoel mAolo
(epo0o0V, PLUOKA, pTtoEel Var eTMAEEL kat TRooEIleTal var ekTeAel TAevO), aveEagtnTa
ATIO TN HOQEYPN, TO VAIKO KATAOKELNS Kal Ta péoa meowone. H véa ddtaln dev
TeQUAAUBAVEL TO KOIAO NG KATAOKEUNG («OKAPOC») WG E€VVOLOAOYIKO OTOLXEIO TOU
mAolov aAAd, dud NG VEUTEONG dATVTIWON|G TG, ETUTOETEL TI) OLUTEQIATYT dlapdowV
AAAWV  oUYX00VWV TAWTWV KATAOKELOV TOoL PaciCovrat otn xonon TAwTHEwV.
AgVtegov, n mouToOeon tov peyéOouvg G kataokevng (Pacer g kKabaor)g
XWENTIKOTNTAG) dev oxVel MAéov. (UG aMOTEAETUR, KATAOKEVEG TIOL TIOONYOULUEVWS
efapovvtav eumintovv AoV 0T VOUIK] €vvolx TOL TAOIOL KAl LTIAYovVTAL OTIG
oxetkég dataéels tov KINA.
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