THE SUSPENSION OF LAYTIME
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In principle, laytime runs continuously until the agreed - according to the charterparty -
period of time is completed. Nonetheless, in exceptional cases, laytime may be
suspended. Such cases are either the conduct of the shipowner or an express term
suspending the laytime within the charterparty. The conduct of the shipowner -
charterer should consist of preventive actions for the completion of loading or
discharging operations. It is underscored that the wrongful conduct of the shipowner is
not considered sufficient to lead to the breach of the charterparty, but will result in the
suspension of laytime for the corresponding period of time. In the event, however, that
the delay caused is due to actions related to the vessel’s safety, then the laytime will not
be suspended.

A typical example is the issuance of certificates of health interest, especially during the
Covid pandemic, in the absence of which the chartered vessel could not be characterized
as “arrived” so that laytime could commence. Relatable to the above is also the case The
MT Stena Primorsk [2022] EWHC 2147.

EAAnvixn Amodoon:

Kata kavova, o X0vog avapovr)c KVA& axwAvta péxol tnv oAokAnowor Tov
OUHPOVNUEVOL — KATX TO VAUVAOOVUU@WVO — XQOVIKOU dixotpatos. Qotoco, oe
EEAQETIKEG TEQLTITWOELS Elval dLVATOV 0 XOOVOG avapovns va avaotaAel. Tétoleg
TLEQLTITWOELS OLVIOTOVV E(TE 1) OUUTEQLPOQAX TOL TAOLOKTITI), €(TE KATIOLOC QNTOG
000G TeRl aAVAOTOATIC TOU XQOVOUL AVAUOVIG €VTOG TS oLpPaons vavAwonc. H
OUVMUTIEQLPOQA TOL TAOLOKTHT — ekvaLAwT Oa mEémel va ovviotatat o€
QATIOTQETTIKEG EVEQYELEG YLt TNV OAOKATQWOT] TWV QOQTWTIKWYV 1] €KPOQTWTLKWV
eoyaowwv. Emonuatvetar 6tt 1 mANUUeAr)c ouumeQupopd Tov TAolokTATN OV
KQlveTal emMaQKNG, Wote va odnyrnoet otnv AVon g ovuPaons vavAwong, aAld Oa
€XEL WG ATIOTEAEOUA TNV XVACTOAT] TOL XQOVOL AVAHOVTG YL TO AVTIOTOLXO XQOVIKO
didotnua. Le mepinmtwon, Oopwe, mov 1 mEokAnOeioa kabvotéonon ogeldetal oe
EVEQYELEG OXETIKEG e TNV ao@AAelx TOL TtAoLov, TOTE dev Oa eméADeL avaoToAn TOUL
X0OVOUL AVAHOVT|G.

Xapaxtmnelotikd moapdderypa amoteAel 1 €KOOOT TIOTOTOUTIKWY VYELOVOULKOV
evolaépovtog, Wiwg kata v mavdnuia tov Covid, eAdelpel twv omolwv t0 LTIO
vavAwor TAolo dev PTIOQOVCE VA XAQAKTNOLOTEL apixOév woTe va eKKLVI)OEL O
X0OVOG avapovrc. LXeTkr] Tuyxdvel kat | voOeon The MT Stena Primorsk [2022]
EWHC 2147.
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