PIRACY: THE CONSEQUENCES OF A CHRONIC PHENOMENON
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In light of the recent seizure of a Greek-owned tanker in Iranian waters by pirates and given
the numerous similar incidents in "high-risk areas", it is worth mentioning piracy as a possible
reason for the suspension of the payment of hire. In a recent decision (The Eleni C 2019,
English High Court), where the time-chartered vessel had been hijacked by pirates in the
Arabian Sea for a period of 7 months, the Court held that the vessel was off-hire for that
period as there was a relevant clause: “[...] In case vessel should be threatened/kidnapped by reason
of piracy, payment of hire shall be suspended.” However, if a shipowner wishes to protect itself in
such case, it is recommended to incorporate the BIMCO Piracy Clause 2013: “[...] The Vessel
shall remain on hire throughout the seizure and the Charterers’ obligations shall remain unaffected,
except that hire payments shall cease as of the ninety-first (91st) day after the seizure until release”.
Thus, the charterer is obliged to pay hire for the first 90 days. The parties may anyway agree
on a different figure.

In addition, the art. 268 of the Code of Private Maritime Law explicitly regulates piracy as a
case of abandonment to the insurer. So, the Vessel may be abandoned, and the premium be
requested on the grounds of constructive total loss.

EAAnvikn Amodoon:

Me agpooun tnv mEo oAtywv Nueewv kataAnym eAAnvoktntov Tanker ota Vdata Tov Ipdv
aTO TERATEG KAL DEDOUEVWV TWV OVK OAlYywV TAQOUOLWYV TEQLOTATIKWY OTIG «TEQLOXEG
LPMAOL KIvOLVOL» elvat &€l pvetag N epatela wg TOavOg AOyog avaoToAr|g KaTtaBoANg
tov vavAov. Ye mpoopatn amo@aon (The Eleni C 2019, English High Court), émov to
xoovovavAwuévo mAolo kataAn@Onke amo mewatéc omv Apafikr) Oalacoa Yo
dkotnuoa 7 unvwyv, to dkaoTro €kpve OTL to TtAoto Ntav off-hire yix tnv mepiodo avtr),
kaOwg vIMEXE OXETIKY) ONTEA, CUUPWVA e TNV omola «[...] av to mAoio ameiAnOei 1)
kataAnpOel ano mepatés, n mAnpwun Tov vavdov avactéAdetar». Qotdoo, av pa
mAolokTNTOIX eTaRela embvpel va mpootatevOel oe TETOWX TEQIMTWOT), CLVIOTATAL T
evowudtwon g BIMCO Piracy Clause 2013: «[...] INapauéver n vmoxpéwon katafoAnc
vavAov kab’ 0An 1 diapkela NG KATAANYNG KAl OAEC 0L VTOXPEWTELS TWV VAVAWTWY
napapEvovy apetapAntes, aAda n mAnpwun tov vavAov naver v 911 nuépa ano Ty
KataAnyn katr éwc v anodéouevon tov». ‘Etol, 0o vavAwtrg vmoxpeovtal va kataPaAAet
KAVOVIKA TO vavAo yix Tig mpwtes 90 nuépec. Ta péon pmopovv oe k&Oe mepinmtwon va
CUHPVTOOLY KAL DXPOQETIKO XQOVIKO OLXOTNHA.

EmmpdoOeta, to dp0. 268 KINA pvOuilet ontd TNV mepatela wg meplmtwor) eykataAenpng
OTOV AOQAALOTI], OLVETIWS dVVATAL VA TO eyKataAelel kat va dLEKOIKITEL TO ARTPAALOUA
Y10t TEKUAQTY) OALKT] ATIWAELA.
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